
 

 

Communication board with symbols (PECS)  

AAC Tool 

 

Material needed: 

●​ Communication board with PECS symbols: story characters, feelings, places, 

basic actions, and expressions 

●​ Laminated cards with symbols 

●​ Velcro or magnetic backing 

Key competence: literacy 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

This AAC tool allows children to actively participate in reading and analysing the 

story The Ugly Duckling, using symbols to understand and express key concepts, 

feelings, and actions. The tool aims to develop vocabulary, structured 

expression, understanding the sequence of events, and participating in 

dialogue, all through an accessible, visually supported, and inclusive approach to 

communication. The communication board is especially useful for children who 

communicate nonverbally or have limited verbal speech. 

 

 



  

HOW TO USE IT  

This AAC tool allows children to actively participate in reading and analysing the 

story The Ugly Duckling, using symbols to understand and express key concepts, 

feelings, and actions. The tool aims to develop vocabulary, structured expression, 

understanding the sequence of events, and participating in dialogue, all through 

an accessible, visually supported, and inclusive approach to communication. The 

communication board is especially useful for children who communicate 

nonverbally or have limited verbal speech. You can use it while reading the story 

or for additional exercises around it. You can find examples of activities in the 

attached activity sheet. 

 

HOW TO CREATE IT  

A communication board can be created using available free pictogram resources. 

The selected symbols are printed, cut and laminated. They are organised on a 

sturdy board divided thematically: characters, emotions, places, actions, and 

expressions. Adding Velcro or magnets allows for flexible use and adaptation to 

different activities and the individual needs of the child. 

                         

 

                         

 

 

 



Ugly duckling
Pictograms

village springugly duck

eggs onin sitting

came out only oneyellow ducklings



The pictographic symbols used are the property of the Government of Aragón and have been created by Sergio
Palao for ARASAAC (http://www.arasaac.org), that distributes them under Creative Commons License BY-NC-SA.

swan manugly duckling

went livesad animals

old house old womenswamp dangerous

happily



The pictographic symbols used are the property of the Government of Aragón and have been created by Sergio
Palao for ARASAAC (http://www.arasaac.org), that distributes them under Creative Commons License BY-NC-SA.

alonedrove decided

wentwinter come

until lakefood fed

didnt like

swans



The pictographic symbols used are the property of the Government of Aragón and have been created by Sergio
Palao for ARASAAC (http://www.arasaac.org), that distributes them under Creative Commons License BY-NC-SA.

like lotgrown beautiful
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